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veryone who makes a pil-
E grimage to Lourdes seems

to be deeply moved by
the experience. Once leaving
behind the commercialized
area of town and entering the
sanctuary grounds, a remark-
able atmosphere of prayer,
reverence and charity seems
to prevail. Many of the sick, of
course, come seeking a physi-
cal healing. The remarkable
witness accounts surrounding
such healings are impressive.
My own conviction is that the
greatest healings take place in
the chapel where the sacra-
ment of Penance and Rec-
onciliation is made available
in multiple languages all day
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his wounds you have been healed

long. Healing takes place on
many different levels in life.

From Friday, April 11, to
Sunday, April 13, 2008, the
Southern Regional Conference
of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal will hold its confer-
ence at the Pontchartrain
Center in Kenner. The theme
of this conference is taken
from Isaiah: “By His Wounds
You Have Been Healed.” These
words are taken from the 53rd
chapter of Isaiah. The entire
prophecy contained in this
chapter offers a remarkably
detailed account of what was
almost literally fulfilled in the
Passion of the Lord Jesus. The
Church selects this passage as
the first reading for the Good
Friday liturgy.

Here in New Orleans, most
of us have wounds that are in
need of healing. The evacu-
ation, the devastation and
the exile thrust upon us by
Hurricane Katrina turned our
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lives upside down. The slow
road to recovery in the face
of the challenges from insur-
ance companies, FEMA and
The Road Home has severely
tried our patience. But there
are even more subtle wounds
that many have experienced.
Those who are accustomed to
being independent in their
lives experienced a loss of con-
trol. The slow pace of recovery
has often undermined hope.
Some have even experienced
the serious testing of their
faith.

Now as we move toward the
implementation of pastoral
planning, we face further ex-
periences of loss. The need to
reconfigure the archdiocese as
we face a diminishing number
of priests, a shift in location of
parishioners, the staggering

cost of the return of build-
ings to operation and the new
pastoral demands of a more
diverse Catholic population.
We need to embrace a recon-
figuration of the archdiocese.
Those who are losing places
that have been sacred in their
own religious history suffer
great personal loss.

May I then invite all of
you to participate in this
conference of praise and heal-
ing? Sister Briege McKenna,
0.8.C., miraculously healed
from crippling rheumatoid
arthritis in 1970, has traveled
to every corner of the earth
proclaiming the Lord’s faith-
ful love and ministering his
healing power. Vincentian
Father Kevin Scallon has also
traveled the world extensively,
bringing healing to priests
and to so many of the faith-
ful. Dana, an Irish lady from
Derry, is an accomplished
singer, songwriter, television

host, wife and mother. She has
taken an active role trying to
shape public policy in Ireland
and in Europe in support of
life and family. Other speak-
ers and leaders will be Father
Bill Henry, Deacon Mel Marts,
Aggie Neck, Marilyn Quirk,
Johnny Bertucci, A.P. Guizerix,
Al and Patti Mansfield, Joe
Polito and the Jubilee music
ministry. As always, there will
be a parallel track for young
people.

On Friday there will be a spe-
cial day of renewal for clergy
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Priests,
too, have experienced some
challenging times in post-
Katrina ministry and now in
the planning for restructuring
in the archdiocese.

I encourage you to partici-
pate in this unique conference.
It will be a graced moment for
healing and renewal. Come
and experience the healing of
the Lord.
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In Buffalo, three churches unite in faith ‘journey’

Peter
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erhaps because southeast
P Louisiana throughout its

French and Spanish his-
tory has been so pervasively
Catholic — with a seemingly
infinite pool of priests, people
and resources — we in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans
have not been forced to deal
squarely with a contentious
issue already faced over the
last three decades by virtually
every other U.S. diocese.

Over the last two years, the
Diocese of Buffalo has merged
or closed 66 of its churches,
missions or chapels under a
plan it calls the “Journey in
Faith and Grace.”

Sometimes the “journey”
has been bumpy, but there
have been examples of grace
among the potholes.

Meet Father Peter Karalus,
the pastor of three rural par-
ishes south of Buffalo that
merged to become one. The
process was emotional and
difficult, but Father Karalus

insists it was as life-giving as
it was necessary.

“The previous pastor had
been there for 12 years and
had laid a very good founda-
tion,” Father Karalus said,
citing that pastor’s decision
to rotate the Easter Triduum
services among the churches.
“He had already broken down
the walls.”

When new Bishop Edward
Kmiec decided to embark
upon a restructuring process,
Father Karalus and the parish-
ioners at all three churches
were ready. All major discus-
sions took place in a town
hall format, which grew in
attendance over the months.

“At the last meeting, there
was a full house and people
were asking, “‘Why do we have
to give up so much?’” Father
Karalus said.

Under the plan, the three
communities came together
at one church, and the other
two church buildings were
closed. The biggest fear, Father
Karalus said, was what would
become of the two closed
church buildings.

“That was quickly alleviat-
ed,” he said. “Two weeks after
we merged, we had multiple
offers on both sites that we
were no longer using. People

are now doing some good
ministry in those buildings.”

One former church is be-
ing used as an arts education
center and gallery. The other
now is home to a Catholic
video and music production
company that had outgrown
its space.

“Those buildings had a lot
of history, and some of the
parishioners’ family members
had built parts of the churches
or had stained-glass windows
donated by them,” Father Kar-
alus said. “They were worried
about what was to become of
their heritage. We had to wait
and see. The plan was to have
a purchaser for them, but we
would never have known if
we didn’t make the merger. It
was kind of like a black cloud
hanging over everybody’s
head. But it couldn’t have
happened any better for us.”

Father Karalus said the new
parish, Epiphany of Our Lord,
is thriving with 535 families,
more than the combined total
of the three former parishes.
The three parishes used to care
for 12 buildings; now one par-
ish cares for four buildings.

“Previously we were spend-
ing so much of our time, ef-
fort and money on taking care
of these sites and everything

that entailed,” he said. “Now
we have a lot more energy and
focus, and we’re doing good
ministry. We're not doing
things in triplicate. Our edu-
cation ministry is stronger. We
welcomed eight people into
the church through RCIA,
which is a great number for a
small community.”

If Father Karalus had any
advice for the Archdiocese of
New Orleans, it would be to
wrap the process in prayer.

“At every liturgy we were
praying for the process and
for what the future would
hold,” he said. “We are still
praying for parishes that are
going through the merging
process. This is not corporate
downsizing. This is for the
church to be effective in the
world today, and you need to
bring it to prayer.

“Anger can’t be a part of
it. People have to look not at
what’s closing but at the future
and what gains can be made
for the next generation.

“This definitely had its
sleepless nights, but every de-
cision that is this big has those
things. You wonder if you're
making the right choice. But
it has been filled with grace.”

Peter Finney Jr. can be reached
at pfinney@clarionherald.org.



