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Every marriage has rainy days; love makes it bearable

This the latest installment in
a seven-part series reflecting on
the sacraments of the Catholic
Church. The series is written by
Jimmy Seghers of Totus Tuus
Ministries in Covington.

By Jimmy Seghers

Contributing writer

The Catholic Church af-
firms, “The matrimonial
union of a man and a woman
is indissoluble: God himself
has determined it” (“Cat-
echism of the Catholic
Church,” No. 1614). The
Church also teaches, “This
grace of Christian marriage
is a fruit of Christ’s cross, the
source of all Christian life”

(CCC, No. 1615).

This last statement leads
to troubling questions. Why
are there so many divorces?
Is the grace of a sacramental
marriage anemic? The answer
to the last question is an em-
phatic NO! In answer to the
first question — why is divorce
so prevalent? — there is one
factor at the root of Christian
divorces.

I have never met anyone
who entered marriage with
the idea that divorce was a
wonderful experience they
eagerly anticipated. However,
many married couples are
clueless about the correct
arithmetic of a Christian mar-

riage. We learned in school
that the sum of 1/2 plus 1/3
is not 2/5. Before the top
number can be added the
bottom number must be the
same. It is called the common
denominator.

The same is true for the
“math” of marriage. “He”
over his selfish ego, plus
“she” over her selfish ego
adds up to divorce, disaster
and destruction. It never
equals one. Because the foun-
dation is defective, the edifice
of marriage cannot withstand
the storms of married life.

Such was the case with
Kyle and Kathy. They were
in love, and they looked to
a happy married life. They
were married before a justice
of the peace in 1988. Their
daughter was born the next
year. However, their Ameri-
can dream was crumbling as
their egos clashed, and they
drifted apart. When their
daughter was 5, it was time to
end the charade. Kyle moved
to Colorado, and Kathy filed
for a divorce.

Lover of souls calling

In desperation Kathy began
to examine the Catholic faith
she didn’t know and had
failed to practice. The great
Lover of souls was calling.
When their daughter was pre-
paring for her first Commu-
nion, Msgr. Carroll instructed
the class about Jesus’ special
love for children. He told
them to ask Jesus for some-
thing special, but not some-
thing silly like a pony. When
the daughter told Kathy that
she was praying that her
mom and dad would remarry,
Kathy tried to explain that
God is not Santa Claus. As
the little girl’s faith remained
unshaken, Kathy said in frus-
tration, “You should ask for a
pony!”

A turning point occurred
when Kathy attended a course
at her parish entitled, “Mar-
riage: God’s Family Plan.”
Kathy found God’s plan for
marriage strikingly beautiful
and uplifting because Jesus
was at its center. She shared
the class audiotapes with
Kyle. Then for the first time
in years they began to seri-
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Catholic marriage is a covenant that includes the couple and God. Jimmy
Seghers writes that a spiritual common denominator gives couples a chance

to persevere in their vocation.

ously share with each other.
They were drawing together.

In December Kyle returned
to Louisiana. He and Kathy
visited Father Joe Benson.
The outcome was amazing
even to them. They set a
wedding date. Thus, on Dec.
21, 1998, after the 6:30 p.m.
Mass, 10 years after their
first wedding ceremony, they
were married in Christ in
their parish church.

By worldly standards this
wedding was small and hum-
ble in comparison to the
original affair. However, this
time Jesus, Mary, Joseph
and myriads of angels and
saints were wedding guests.

This time they had the math
right; it was “Kyle over Jesus”
plus “Kathy over Jesus.” That
always equals one.

Every marriage has its rainy
days. Sacrifice is difficult.
Love makes it bearable, but
only the perfect love of Je-
sus makes it a joy. Kyle has
since come into the Catholic
Church. Their oldest daugh-
ter is now 19. God has blessed
them with three more lovely
daughters, with a fifth child
on the way, where they live
in Slidell.

Next week: Sacrament of Holy
Orders. Jimmy Seghers can be
reached at seghers@bellsouth.
net.

When faith in Jesus Christ undergirds
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a marriage, a couple can give witness

to the unity that is the goal of the sacrament of matrimony.



