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By Peter Finney Jr.
Clarion Herald

 St. Gabriel the Archangel 
Church in Gentilly Woods, 
which sustained seven feet 
of flooding from Hurricane 
Katrina, is embarking on a 
$1.46 million renovation 
project that will include a new 
baptismal pool near the front 
entrance of the church, new 
electrical and air condition-
ing systems, a new floor and 
ceiling, interior painting and 
new pew chairs, Msgr. Doug 
Doussan has announced.
 Construction is scheduled 
to start this week and could 
be completed by Thanksgiv-
ing, Msgr. Doussan said at a 
meeting attended by repre-
sentatives of Fauntleroy and 
Latham Architects of Coving-
ton and Stallings Construc-
tion of New Orleans.
 A major feature of the reno-
vation will be a 12-foot diam-
eter immersion-style baptism 
pool. An audio-visual system 
will be set up to allow per-
sons in the far reaches of the 

church to see baptisms on an 
elevated video screen.
 The church will have a new 
room for the sacrament of 
penance and reconciliation. 
A new terrazzo floor will be 
laid over the existing floor, 
and existing ceiling tiles will 
be replaced with new tiles.
 The new sanctuary will be 
raised two steps above the 
level of the floor. The new 
altar is already completed and 
awaiting installation. Four 

hundred pew chairs will be 
installed, with the possibility 
of adding 100 more.
 The renovation work rep-
resents a milestone for the 
parish, which was so badly 
damaged after Katrina that 
many thought it might never 
reopen. Msgr. Doussan and 
parish leaders got volunteer 
help to gut and clean the 
church one month after the 
storm, and the congregation 
has slowly increased in size as 

parishioners returned to fix 
their damaged homes.
 The parish helped return-
ing parishioners by providing 
$1,800 worth of Sheetrock and 
other materials so they could 
get back into their homes.
 “Last year at this time we 
had about 50 families who 
had moved back into rebuilt 
homes, and we now have 180 
who have moved back into 
rebuilt homes,” Msgr. Dous-
san said. “Last year our Mass 
attendance was 250, and this 
year we are averaging 350 or 
more. Pre-Katrina, our average 
was 565.”
 Msgr. Doussan said collec-
tion, which before Katrina 
averaged $10,000 a week, has 
grown from $6,900 in 2007 to 
$8,500 this year.
 St. Gabriel received $1 mil-
lion from the collection taken 
up in U.S. parishes shortly af-
ter Katrina. Because damage to 
the parish plant was estimated 
to be about $2 million and the 
parish did not have a separate 
flood insurance policy, “the 
only way the archdiocese 

agreed for us to stay open 
was if we did not receive any 
insurance money, and we had 
to raise the money we needed 
in addition to the $1 million,” 
Msgr. Doussan said.
 “So far we’ve received 
$500,00 or $600,000 from 
parishes (across the country) 
and other grants from indi-
viduals and groups,” he said. 
“The bid for the construction 
came in $300,000 more than 
we expected, so it will drain 
all of our resources. We still 
will need to raise another 
$100,000 or $200,000 for fur-
nishings for the church, and 
we have two more buildings, 
the parish office building and 
the parish hall, that will very 
possibly cost us another $1 
million to repair. (Money for) 
that is not in sight.”
 Construction will take place 
Monday through Saturday at 
noon, allowing for Masses to 
be celebrated in the church at 
4 p.m. on Saturday and 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday. 
 Peter Finney can be reached at 
pfinney@clarionherald.org.
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Msgr. Doug Doussan and members of St. Gabriel the Archangel parish met 
with architects and contractors to plan upcoming renovations.
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