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“A Life with Karol: My Forty-
Year Friendship with the Man
Who Became Pope,” 260 pages,
Doubleday, 2007, $22.95, Car-
dinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, trans-
lated from Italian by Adrian ].
Walker.

Cardinal Dziwisz , who was
Pope John Paul’s personal sec-
retary for almost 40 years — 12
in Krakow and 27 in Rome
— documents the evolution
of Karol Wojtyla from service
as a bishop in Poland who
fought injustice to a pope
who encouraged people to
“be not afraid” to open their
hearts to Christ.

He takes readers into the
thoughts of Pope John Paul
II, a man of God steeped in
prayer. Cardinal Dziwisz calls
his friend “a prophet who
foresaw the future,” a person
whose experiences of war and
oppression in Poland shaped
his legacy as a man who advo-
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cated peacefully for the rights
of all people, especially the
humblest, defended life and
family and worked toward
ecumenism among religions.

Cardinal Dziwisz docu-
ments the many important
trips that Pope John Paul II
took during his papacy in-
cluding an historic visit to
Mexico in 1979, numerous
visits to his homeland of
Poland during the difficult
years of the Solidarity move-
ment before communist rule
ended, traveling to Auschwitz
and visiting mosques and
synagogues. Cardinal Dziwisz
cites the 1986 “World Day
of Prayer for Peace” in Assisi
among various religious lead-
ers as “probably John Paul
II's boldest, most courageous,
newest and most constructive
initiative.” He said religious
divisions dissolved as leaders
discovered “the communion
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that binds them together as
brothers” while asking God
for peace in prayer.

He gives insight to the
pope’s belief that
the future of the
church relied on
reaching young-
er Catholics and
inspiring them
to “identify
with the
spiritual,
moral and
human
values
t he
Holy
Father
was proposing
to them.” A meeting
with young people in May
1980 in the Parc des Princes
Stadium in Paris was the ori-
gin of World Youth Day, still
a successful event today.

Pope John Paul II had great
respect and consideration
of women, Cardinal Dziwisz
writes, and that their special
rights and needs have to be
guaranteed and protected by
society. He thinks Mother

Teresa and Pope John Paul
shared a spiritual kinship.
They were both “a living wit-
ness to the unique value of ev-
ery human person, even if he
is at the very bottom of the
social ladder.” While
watching her
lovingly
serve the
poor, Car-
dinal Dzi-
wisz said the
pope realized
“that the abso-
lute gratuity of
self-giving is man's
way to his deepest
happiness.”
Pope John Paul II
denounced war for the
hardships it eventually
caused the people, but
believed in working toward
diplomatic solutions to keep
peace and bring justice and
freedom to nations, Cardinal
Dziwisz said. “He was a soli-
tary witness to peace, some-
one who reminded us that, in
spite of everything, the path
of history, the evolution of
thought, and, above all, the

world’s religions tell us that
the aspiration to unity is un-
stoppable.”

- Christine Bordelon
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According to the Catholic Book
Publishers Association:

Hardcover
> “Jesus of Nazareth” Pope
Benedict XVI (Doubleday)
> “Mother Teresa: Come
Be My Light” Mother Teresa
with Brian Kolodiejchuk.
(Doubleday)
> “The Dream Manager”
Matthew Kelly (Beacon/
Hyperion)
> “Rediscovering
Catholicism” Matthew Kelly
(Beacon)
> “A Book of Hours” Merton
& Deignan (Ave Maria)
> “Celebration of
Discipline” 25th Anniversary
Edition. Richard Foster
(HarperOne)
> “The Rhythm of Life”
Matthew Kelly (Beacon/
Fireside)



