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When he was in gram-
mar school at Our 
Lady of Lourdes in 

New Orleans, Arthur Schott’s 
friend brought a scrapbook to 
school. The book contained all 
of the boxscores from the pre-
vious major league season.
 At that moment, a lifelong 
obsession was born. Seventy-
seven years later, Arthur Schott 
is approaching his 90th birth-
day. Louisiana’s baseball histo-
rian reaches the milestone on 
July 9.
 Arthur Schott has taught me 
many things. I did not know 
that in the late 1800s Detroit 

had a National League team 
that trained in New Orleans.
 I did not know that for three 
consecutive years in the early 
1920s, the New York Yankees 
trained in New Orleans.
 I did not know that the 
Cleveland Indians held spring 
training in New Orleans. And, 
that Hall of Famer Bob Feller 
pitched his first exhibition 
games right here.
 Schott was doing baseball 
research 40 years before it 
became trendy. Schott was the 
22nd member of SABR, the 
Society for American Baseball 
Research. The organization 
was founded in 1971.
 Arthur has seen all the base-
ball greats this city has pro-

duced. He calls a pair of Mels 
– Ott and Parnell – two of the 
best. Ott, from Gretna, played 
his entire 22-year career with 
the New York Giants. Ott hit 
511 home runs.
 Schott calls Parnell the great-
est lefthanded pitcher in Bos-
ton Red Sox history. Parnell 
won 123 big league games. 
In 1949 he led the American 
League with 25 victories.
 Part of baseball’s lure is 
rooted in the numbers. And, 
I am somewhere in between 
200 and 300. I am one of the 
many visitors who have had 
the pleasure of talking baseball 
with Schott at his Lakeview 
home. In January 1959, Schott 
started a sign-in book. When 

you arrive, you sign in.
 During Katrina, as the 
networks showed floodwa-
ters rushing into Lakeview, 
I thought of Arthur’s book. 
Miraculously, Schott had just 
a few inches of water in his 
home. The book and other 
artifacts were safe.
 Each year at this time, my 
love for the greatest game is 
rekindled. I can pull for the 
Cardinals to go 162-0, the 
Cubs to go 0-162.
 Last week, I called Zephyrs 
radio announcer Ron Swo-
boda, a member of the Mets 
‘69 World Championship 
team, to rattle his cage about 
the Mets’ September collapse 
in 2007. We talked for a good 

20 minutes.
 One of the great things 
about baseball is that it mirrors 
life. Unlike pro football, you 
just don’t play on Sunday. You 
win or you lose – every day.
 I consider myself lucky to be 
a baseball fan. I consider my-
self even luckier to be a friend 
of Arthur Schott’s.
 Arthur said his health is 
“pretty good.” At 89 years, 
nine months, he jokes that he 
“just can’t read those tiny box 
scores as well as he used to.”
Baseball has kept a great man 
perpetually young.
 Ed Daniels is sports director 
of ABC26 WGNO. He can be 
reached at edaniels@clarion  
herald.org.
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It consisted of Jesuit, War-
ren Easton, Rugby Academy, 
Manual Training (Newman) 
and New Orleans Academy. 
 By 1921, with the entry of 
St. Aloysius, the league was 
divided into four Class A and 
four Class B schools, with 
Rugby and NOA dropping 
down to join two new entries 
– Verrina (located next to St. 
Stephen’s) and Ferrell Military 
School on Coliseum Street.
 The league slowly grew into 
a dynasty. Holy Cross joined 
in 1922, S.J. Peters in 1929, 
Fortier in 1931, Nicholls in 
1940 and Redemptorist in 
1949. Among most of these 
schools, state championships 
abounded in the 1930s and 
1940s.
 The Catholic League was 
born as a result of the city’s 
rapid expansion of “baby 
boomers.” By 1955, all the 
city’s public schools were 
coed, which allowed Mc-
Donogh High to enter into 
boys’ sports. In 1955, East and 
West Jefferson opened and 
Holy Name of Mary moved 
up in athletic class.
 The Prep League split into 
separate public and Catholic 
school leagues and played 
for separate district champi-
onships and both qualified 
teams for the state playoffs. 
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NOTES
 Archbishop Shaw, with 22 
points, finished 10th behind  
Christian Lacey’s 157-1 discus 
throw (second place) and Josh 
Casmier’s second place in 
the long jump (44-4). Other 
Catholic school team results 
were St. Augustine, 12th (17 
points); Rummel, 15th (9); 
and De La Salle, 23rd (5).
 Xavier Prep placed sixth 
with 38 points in the girls’ 
meet, followed by St. Scholas-
tica, eighth (23 points); Acad-
emy of Our Lady, ninth (22); 
Cabrini, 12th (17.5); Mount 
Carmel, 17th (8); De La Salle, 
21st (5); and Dominican, 23rd 
(4).
 Xavier Prep was hot on the 
track, winning the 800-meter 
relay with Kailah Wicker, Hi-
lary Woods, Alexandra Lain 
and Breana Davenport turn-

ing in a 1:43.76; and winning 
the 1,600-meter relay behind 
the foursome of Woods, Lain, 
Davenport and Jessica Powell 
(4:04.81). Lain also placed 
second in the triple jump, and 
the Jackets’ 400-meter relay 
team placed third.
 Keyera Thomas of Acad-
emy of Our Lady won the 
high jump at 5-4 on fewer 
misses. St. Scholastica’s An-
gela LaBorde was second in 
the 3,200-meter run.

  De La Salle’s baseball team 
may have won just 12 of 22 
games, but it is routing its 
District 11-3A opponents. The 
Cavaliers have outscored five 
teams, 90-2, having beaten 
Ben Franklin, 11-1; Douglass, 
25-0; Clark, 12-0; McMain, 
27-1; and Reed, 15-0. Incred-
ibly, the DLS softball team 
(16-5 overall) has outscored 
its district opponents 150-3.


