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Coming 
down before 

going up
Daughter of Charity Sister Ellen 
Kron operates the track-hoe 
as the machine takes the first 
bite out of a building being 
demolished to make way for a 
new Daughter of Charity health 
facility in the Carrollton area 
March 28. In the meantime, a 
temporary clinic will be oper-
ating in an adjacent building 
at Carrollton and Forshey. 
Sister Ellen, board chair for 
Daughters of Charity Services 
of New Orleans, said studies 
showed they could best serve 
the community by re-opening 
a health care clinic in the Car-
rollton area.
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 Father Jimmy Jeanfreau, 
director of the archdiocesan 
Pontifical Mission Societies 
Office, didn’t know what to 
expect when his small office 
sponsored the first Louisiana 
Mission Conference last year. 
With little advance publicity, 
about 40 people showed up, 
which he took as a hopeful 
sign.
 The second Louisiana Mis-
sion Conference will be held 
April 18-19 at the UNO New-
man Center, 2000 Lakeshore 
Dr., and Father Jeanfreau 
hopes it will help participants 
answer the question, “How do 
I make the spirituality of Jesus 
my own?” One of the talks 

will focus on the mission of 
Jesus by examining the beati-
tudes.
 “The goal of the conference 
is mission awareness and also 
deepening a reflective sense 
of mission to those who are 
involved in mission,” said 
Father Jeanfreau, who spent 
five years as a missionary in 
Bolivia before returning to the 
archdiocese in 2006. 
 The two-day conference, 
which is co-sponsored by the 
Maryknoll Mission Education 
and Promotion Office, will 
feature talks by a Maryknoll 
priest and sister – Father Jack 
Sullivan, who served for most 
of his 48 years as a missioner 
in Hong Kong, and Sister 
Maria Rieckleman, who has 
spent most of her 60 years 

of religious life as a medical 
physician and psychiatrist in 
Asia.
 Father Jeanfreau said there 
has been intense interest in 
mission service, especially 
with parishes and schools 
sponsoring short-term trips. 
Some parishes have twinning 
programs that involve send-
ing money to the missions, 
but Father Jeanfreau said he 
hoped the conference would 
give participants “a better 
understanding of the cultures 
and the realities that people 
face.”
 “We’ve got hundreds of 
people going on these eight-
day and five-day trips, and 
sometimes our whole motiva-
tion might be to help people,” 
said Matt Rousso, director of 
the Maryknoll Mission Educa-
tion and Promotion Office. 
“How do we allow ourselves 
to be fed by the experience 
and allow the Jesus who is 
present within the people we 
go to meet to touch our hearts 
and our spirit?”
 The conference opens April 
18 at 6 p.m. with a social fol-
lowed at 7 p.m. by prayer a 
keynote address. It will run 
April 19 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Cost is $30 per person or $10 
for the Friday night program 
only.
 For more information, contact 
Marianite Sister Judy Gomila at 
(504) 527-5774 or e-mail pof@
archdiocese-no.org.

Mission conference will focus on beatitudes


